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FOREWORD TO 20 10 EDITION BY MARTHA DEED  
 

 
Robert F. Deed, Florida, March 1986             Photo Credit: Louise Deed 

 

 
hen Bob Deed is known to someone 
as ñDad,ò it is not easy to move from 
family memories to a coherent 
description of his development as a 

birder.  Childhood memories tell only part of his 
story ï probably the part least known to 
ñAuduboners,ò yet consistent with his most 
precise record-keeping methods and his 
technical writing.  Always, he was a close 
observer of his natural surroundings.  Always, 
he enjoyed sharing what he saw with a variety of 
audiences, whether with his own children, fellow 
members of the Audubon Society, or in 
technical, ornithological publications. 
 
Each Spring, we waited to hear the first Whip-
Poor-Will, usually during supper.  What fun to 
leave the table before we were finished eating 
one night a year to search South Mountain for 
this dowdy bird with its brilliant song.  Lunar 
eclipses would find us sitting in our pajamas well 
beyond our bedtimes on the seawall at the foot 
of Clinton Avenue to observe the moon.  Indeed, 

Bob Deedôs love of nature and his close study of 
birds and the environment appears to have been 
transmitted to his children and grandchildren 
(with the help of Louise Deed, aka ñMomò and 
for many years RASôs Secretary and/or Publicity 
chairperson). 
 
Bob spent his working life as a writer, and 
through his writing it is possible to trace his 
serious interest in, and study of, birds at least as 
far back as 1927 when he was 14 years old and 
the publisher and editor of a neighborhood 
newspaper, The Dogtown Herald.  The Dogtown 
Herald included an aviation section.  ñWe 
include birds under the heading of aviation 
because what are they but fliers ï aviators?ò he 
is quoted as saying in the New York Herald 
Tribune Junior Magazine, October 9, 1927. 
 
Even his earliest writings are laced with the 
humor one finds many decades later in his 
stories for the Rockland Audubon Observer. 
 

W 
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Notice: The rate of five cents per copy for this 
so-called paper [The Dogtown Herald] does not 
hold mostly.  The paper will be delivered free to 
all those who are the publisherôs friends.  The 
price is only to add needed dignity to this 
production.  (November 6, 1927) 
 
Deed often credited his start in birding as a 
teenager to his Nyack High School biology 
teacher, Miss Vivian Krum.  By his early 
twenties,  Bob Deed was birdwatching with 
Bronx Bird Club members  Allan Cruickshank, 
Roger Tory Peterson, Ludlow Griscom, and 
John Bull, several of the most well-known 
ornithologists of the mid-late twentieth century. 
Deedôs methods of recording his observations 
and collating contemporary Rockland County 
records with earlier records, were probably 
influenced by his relationships with these 
scientific ornithologists from the American 
Museum of Natural History.   
 
Thus, it is not surprising that as he developed 
his own birding skills, he greatly enjoyed 
introducing teenagers to the world of birds.   
Several of the birders he met as teenagers went 
on to become experts in their own right: Gene 
Brown, Tom Dow, and David Hill, among others. 
    
In hindsight, it is remarkable that Bob and 
Louise Deed included children as young as 5 
and 8 in their pursuit of rarely seen birds.  A 
poorly-timed squabble or laugh could have put 
an end to such a mission, but apparently it 
didnôt.  Deed children are dutifully noted on a 
sighting of a rare Long Eared Owl at Stony Point 
in January 1950.  Both of the children involved 
actually remember this bird adventure.  A 
photograph of a Pileated Woodpecker, taken 
from the dining room window of the house in 
South Nyack, carries the caption: Millieôs 
Pileated Woodpecker.  Thus, ever the 
recordkeeper, he documented the presence of 
the 8 year-old grandchild who watched the 
woodpecker with him that day. 
 
Bob Deed became a serious birdwatcher at a 
time when it was possible to be an amateur 
scientist and to gain credibility based upon oneôs 
actual accomplishments as a bird observer.  He 
dated his serious birdwatching from 1929 when 
he was 16 years old.  By age 23, he had 
collected Rockland County bird records from 
DeKay in 1844 onwards and recorded them in a 
hand-made ledger, so that he could study 
fluctuations in bird populations as they relate to 

climatic and environmental changes. 
 
Bob Deed, along with his younger brothers 
Donald and Richard (two of his early converts to 
birdwatching), are acknowledged in 
Cruickshankôs Birds Around New York City 
(American Museum of Natural History, 1942).  
John Bull cites two of Deedôs writing in his Birds 
of the New York Area (Harper and Row, 1964).  
Robert Arbib, Olin Pettingill, Jr., and Sally Hoyt 
Spofford from Cornell Universityôs Laboratory of 
Ornithology also acknowledge Deedôs records in 
their Enjoying Birds Around New York City 
(Houghton Mifflin, 1966). 
 
Occasional references to these early records 
were made in the first two editions of Birds of 
Rockland County, which Deed edited with an 
RAS committee.  However, they are recorded in 
full in the 1979 edition (1844-1976) which was 
never published in a mass edition, but was 
made available to local libraries. 
 
While he spent many hours recording field 
notes, compiling records for Birds of Rockland 
County (1949, 1959, 1968 Addendum, 1980), 
Bob also wrote frequent articles for The Journal-
News and the Rockland Audubon Observer.  
The nature stories in the Journal-News begin 
with river rescue stories in 1932 and continue at 
least until1971.  Deed was a Journal-News 
reporter from his high school graduation in 1931 
(following several years as high school 
correspondent) until 1942.  During that time, he 
included many nature stories in his column ñThe 
Traffic Boothò as well as writing articles about 
the Trailside Museum (June 22, 1937), bird 
migration (April 17, 1935), and the ñrescueò of 
Eagles from a Hudson iceberg (Feb 9, 1935). 
 
Perhaps his most important scientific 
presentations were his Linnaean Society 
presentation, ñNotes of the northward movement 
of certain species of birds into the lower Hudson 
River Valley,ò published in 1951, and his 
Trailside Museum and Zoo Historical Papers 
ñThe Changing Face of Nature in the Park 1930-
1990" (H-6/90, H-7-90, Z-2/90, Z-3/90).  His 
conclusion to his Trailside paper, Part 2 
illustrates his sense of his place in the scientific 
study of birds and the environment: 
 
My recollections of changes in the Park over 
these past 60 years are woefully unscientific, 
what the technical types would scornfully call 
ñanecdotalò.  I would dearly wish to have made a 
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more scientific study in the 1930's: calculating 
the height of trees in various portions of the 
Park, measuring the water table, censusing the 
plant life in a quarter-acre square here and 
there.  But if I had been able enough or 
foresighted enough to have done that, I would 
have been a prodigy, not a teenager keen on 
nothing but birds.  I hope that someone today 
will fill those gaps because you can be sure that 
the dynamics of nature have not yet run their 
course.  
 
Bob remained involved in birding even after he 
could no longer go out into the field himself.  His 
systematic field notes run from some time prior 
to 1934 (age 21) to 1998 (age 84).  In the 
months preceding his death at 88 in early July 
2001, he was still a bird researcher and editor.  
In March, he compiled a list of gulls (with 
distinguishing marks) seen in the Niagara Gorge 
for a fellow birder.  Through the Spring, he 
worked on Gene Brownôs manuscript, Birds 
Over Bear Mountain (Trailside Museum, 2004).  
As always, he caught the typos, but did not lose 
track of the underlying intent of the piece, 
supporting the intent and clarifying the 
presentation with questions and discussion. 
 
At home, Bob Deedôs objections to ñmodern 
technologyò were well-known.  He considered 
the electric typewriter an abomination designed 
to turn his two-fingered pecking system into lines 
of incomprehensible print.  But, I think he would 
have welcomed the computer with its use of 
database software and practicality of desktop 
publishing as advances that could well 
accelerate the publicôs knowledge of birds and 
the signals birds provide, by their presence or 
absence, of important environmental change.  
Certainly, he would welcome RASôs 
dissemination of his 1979 compilation in a form 
that can now reach any interested birdwatcherôs 
home, rather than being made available only on 
some shelf in a local library where it might be 
subject to deaccession. 
 

For Further Reading: 
 
Bakerôs Dozen plus One (Comparison of the first 
13 Christmas Counts).  Rockland Audubon 
Observer, January 1961. 
 
The Changing Face of Nature in the Park 1930-
1990.  Trailside Museum and Zoo Historical 
Papers, H-6/90, H-7-90, Z-2/90, Z-3/90. 
 
Notes of the northward movement of certain 
species of birds into the lower Hudson River 
Valley. Proc. Linnaean Soc. N.Y., 1951. 
 
What Good are Open Spaces. The Journal 
News, October 4, 1960.  Reprinted in Rockland 
Audubon Observer, November 1960 and 
adopted as RAS policy statement. 
 

Martha Deed 
   December 3, 2007 
 

 

 
Robert F. Deed, Cape Cod 1975. Photo Credit: Louise Deed. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

tudies of the avifauna of Rockland 
County and the bordering Hudson 
Highlands date back at least a century 

and a quarter from this writing (1976). Notes 
on species status in the region can be found 
in the works of De Kay and Mearns in the 
19th Century, in Chapman's studies at the 
turn of the century, in Eaton's state bird 
book in 1910-14, in Griscom's 1923 "Birds of 
the New York City Region," and in 
Cruickshank's 1942 "Birds Around New York 
City.ò Each of these studies reflects the 
accelerating growth of knowledge about the 
birdlife of the state and the metropolitan 
area, thanks partly to the growth in number 
of active and knowledgeable birders and to 
improved communication among them. Thus 
an infinitely more thorough evaluation of 
species status is that of John Bull, first in the 
1964 "Birds of the New York Area" and then 
in the landmark "Birds of New York State" in 
1974. Still, the accumulation of local notes, 
as in other phases of the "information 
explosion", in the sciences, contains a 
wealth of detail that may not fit into these 
monumental studies but should perhaps be 
preserved on a regional basis.  
 
I daresay more information on birds in 
Rockland County has been amassed in the 
past 25 or 30 years than in all of the region's 
previous history, which dates back to the 
Dutch settlement of Tappan in 1640. 
Especially since World War II, there have 

been incomparably more observers½and 
more mobile observers. Sheer ease of 
transportation is obviously a major factor in 
ensuring thorough coverage of any area. 
The typical modern birder doubtless covers 
more miles in one day afield, than De Kay or 
Mearns could cover in a month. And the 
spreading interest in nature, especially birds, 
has produced many more observers of 
acceptable competence than ever existed 
before.  
 
When you consider that the bird students of 
the 19th Century and early 20th Century had 
neither wide-ranging and flexible 
transportation, high-powered binoculars and 
telescopes, nor bird guides arranged to be 
helpful in spotting diagnostic field marks, it is 
obvious that their coverage of any region 

must have been spotty. Local records of that 
era refer to an extremely limited number of 
observers and collectors: John G. Bell of 
Sparkill; H. C. De Rham, who I believe was 
a resident of Garrison, across the Hudson 
from West Point; and L. W. Brownell of 
Nyack, who supplied the Rockland County 
report for Eaton's "Birds of New York."  
 

When I began birding as a teenager in the 
late 1920s, I knew of only two or three active 
birders in all of Rockland County, not 
including Park Naturalist William H. Carr at 
Bear Mountain, who was already keeping 
records for the Bear Mountain-Harriman 
sections of the Palisades Interstate Park. 
Others were also making studies in the Park 
during the 1920s and 1930s, including P. M. 
Silloway, Daniel B. Beard, Kenneth M. 
Lewis, H. A. Hochbaum, and John C. Orth, 
who later succeeded Carr as park naturalist 
and also served as assistant superintendent 
of the Park until his recent retirement. 
Through the 1930s and 1940s, many 
Linnaean Society members devoted some of 
their field time to Rockland County and the 
Highlands, including Joseph J. Hickey, Ernst 
Mayr, John and Richard Kuerzi, Richard 
Herbert, Lester Walsh, George Komoroski, 
Howard Van Deuzen, and John 
Matuszewski.  

 

In 1947, the Rockland Audubon Society was 
founded by a nucleus of half a dozen active 
birders. Within ten years, the society could 
boast at least 15 active and competent 
birders, and their number peaked at around 
25 highly capable observers in the late 
1960s. In 1976, the society has about 550 
members, but their interests are not so 
narrowly focused on local birds. Over the 
years, many of the active birders were able 
to give the region the midweek coverage 
that is so important to an accurate picture, 
especially of birds' arrival and departure 
dates. And collectively they represented 
literally a global background of experience, 
birding on every continent, including 
Antarctica, as well as on the oceans and in 
the high Arctic. One can only imagine what 
De Kay, Mearns, and Eaton would have 
thought of birdwatching on such a scale.  

S 
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This post-World War II upsurge of interest in 
local bird study happened to coincide with a 
drastic change in Rockland County, 
demographically and ecologically. Rapid 
housing development after the war swiftly 
turned the county from rural to suburban, 
with dramatic effect on birdlife.  

 

In Colonial days, Rockland County went 
through the same transformation as all other 
areas in the East: clearing of forests for 
farms, lumbering for fuel and construction 
material, the building of roads and the 
growth of villages. But, locally, the face of 
the land was also changed by special 
circumstances. In the Highlands, where the 
roughness of the terrain and the thinness 
and acidity of the soil is discouraged farming 
except, on a small scale, the forests served 
primarily as a source of ship masts and 
timbers of hickory, oak, maple, chestnut, 
and pine for shipbuilding and house 
construction. And the discovery of iron ore in 
the Highlands before the Revolution led to 
intensive woodcutting and charcoal burning, 
especially of native chestnuts, to fuel the 
iron furnaces. To this day, old mining and 
woodcutting roads remain in Bear Mountain-
Harriman Park as convenient access to 
good birding areas. The consumption of 
wood in the 18th and 19th Centuries was 
enormous. In 1846 alone, at the height of 
the brick-making industry in the Haverstraw-
Grassy Point area, the brickyards consumed 
10,800 cords of wood. No wonder then that 
few trees or climax growth remain, even in 
Bear Mountain-Harriman Park, whose 
second-growth woodland, covering some 
42,000 acres, is the only substantial forest 
left in our region.  

 

Quarrying, too, has had a deep effect on the 

region's ecology½ultimately for the good. In 
the low-lying areas along the Hudson shore, 
sandstone was extensively quarried from 
1800 to 1840, supplying the material for 
many of Manhattan's brownstone houses, 
for the forts on Governor's Island, for the old 
Capitol in Albany, and for the north wall of 
the present New York City Hall, as well as 
for local houses. This operation left no scars 
on the land; the holes were soon filled and 
built: upon. But the quarrying of traprock, the 

material of the Palisades and the river wall 
northward through Rockland County, was 
another story. Starting as early as 1804, 
when it produced stone for the seawall of 
Governor's Island and for many Manhattan 
piers, traprock quarrying boomed in the era 
of railroad building and, later, highway 
building. Rockland's traprock quarries 
provided the riprap for the New York Central 
Railroad's "water levelò route between 
Yonkers and a point near Albany and for the 
railroad's West Shore division on the west 
bank of the Hudson. More recently, they 
supplied the rock fill for the West Side 
Highway in Manhattan. But traprock 
quarrying is conspicuous and defacing, and 
it represented a highly visible attack on the 
beauty of the Palisades and the river 
mountains to the north. The founding of a 
rock-crushing plant at Hook Mountain, 
Upper Nyack, was directly responsible for 
the Palisades Interstate Park's acquisition of 
the whole mountain shortly after 1900. 
Similarly, a quarrying operation barely 
started at Tallman Mountain, Piermont, 
triggered the Park's acquisition of that area 
some 40 years ago. The threat of quarry 
expansion at scenic High Tor, Haverstraw, 
resulted in the Parkôs acquisition of that 
mountain area, too, after World War II. Thus, 
quarrying led to the preservation of at least 
three ecologically and scenically valuable 
areas on the Hudson River's shores.  

 

Meanwhile, the suburbanization of Rockland 
County was accelerating. With the coming of 
the railroads a century ago, the county 
began gaining new residents through its 
proximity to New York City, hence its 
attractiveness as a "bedroom" community 
for commuters. But until after World War II, 
its growth was steady and unspectacular. 
From a population of 19,000 in 1850, 
Rockland grew to 38,000 in 1900 and 
74,000 in 1940. Then the 1950 census of 
89,000 already showed the beginnings of 
the postwar tract development boom. The 
1960 population was 136,000; in 1970, it 
was 240,000; a preliminary census in 1975 
estimated 253,000.  

 

Farming was the most obvious victim of this 
growth, and when land began to be valued 
and taxed as potential development 

property½at $10,000 to $30,000 an acre 

instead of the prewar $100 or so½it quickly 
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became uneconomical to farm. Attrition of 
farming had begun before World War II, with 
the 1,000 farms on the 1920 census 
dropping to 355 in 1940. But the postwar 
home-building boom was the quick finishing 
touch. In 1976, only one of the dozen prewar 
dairy farms remains, and only two of the 
dozen orchards. As farmland was converted 
to tract housing, Rockland County has lost 
most of its resident field birds such as 
woodcock, grasshopper sparrow, and 
meadowlark.  

 

The need to serve a mushrooming 
population, not only locally but in the whole 
metropolitan area, has cost Rockland 
County some of its choicest bird habitats. 
Even the Palisades Interstate Park's 
flooding of Lake Welch just before the war to 
create a recreational lake had its direct 
penalty: the loss of the region's only known 
breeding colony of half a dozen pairs of 
short-billed marsh wrens. And since the war, 
the Hackensack Water Company has 
flooded two three-mile stretches or the 
Hackensack Creek swamps to create 
drinking-water reservoirs: one north of West 
Nyack and the other straddling the New 
Jersey border west of Orangeburg. Both 
swamps had been marvelously secluded 
environments, traversable only by canoe or 
paddled boat; they were a nesting place for 
blue-winged teal, least bittern, Virginia rail, 
and long-billed marsh wren, as well as 
commoner birds. Only one portion of the 
Hackensack swamp remains between the 
two reservoirs; is less choice than the other 
segments, and water company patrolmen 
discourage access.  

 

On the Hudson shore north of Haverstraw, a 
huge steam-powered electric generating 
plant stands where marsh birds and the 
willow flycatcher formerly nested. And the 
construction of the Tappan Zee Bridge to 
carry the New York Thruway across the 
river, mostly on a causeway supported by 
closely spaced piers, has markedly 
increased the silting along the Grand View 
and Piermont shores, to the extent that 
diving ducks no longer winter there in the 
same numbers as in the 1930s and 1940s. 
At the same time, the effect of the bridge 
piers in slowing the Hudson's flow and thus 
depositing sediment is perhaps 

compensating by steadily building up a 
shorebird environment of mudflats on the 
south side of Piermont Pier. 

 

Indeed, it would be difficult to prove that the 
suburbanization of Rockland County has 
had a totally malign effect on birdlife. It may 
be, for example, that the planting of 
shrubbery around suburban homes provides 
attractions for birds that open land may lack, 
and the prevalence of bird feeders at these 
homes may account for the increasing 
number of half-hardy birds that linger 
through the winter. Yet the suspicion 
remains that some breeding species suffer 
from the suburbanite's love of cats and 
garden sprays.  

  

The number of species on the Rockland 
County-Hudson Highlands bird list has 
grown both through expanded observation 
by greater numbers of birders and in real 
terms through the extension of ranges and 
the accumulation of casual or accidental 
occurrences. At the end of 1948, the species 
list numbered 237, at the end of 1955, it was 
272; today it stands at 309, based on the 
A.O.U. checklist as of 1948 for purposes of 
comparison (although the species histories 
that follow are arranged according to the 
1973 A.O.U. checklist). 

 

Strictly speaking, only two of the historic 
studies previously mentioned apply directly 
to Rockland County and the Hudson 
Highlands: Mearnôs 1878-82 report and 
Brownell's notes up to 1908, incorporated in 
Eaton's state book as the Rockland County 
local list. However, for the sake of a 
perspective of more than 30 years, I have 
included extralimital status reports, freely 
interpreted for local relevance. These 
include De Kay's statewide study in 1844 as 
summarized in Eaton, the substance of 
"Birds of Sing Sing, New York" by Dr. A.K. 
Fisher of the U. S. Biological Survey as 
summarized in Chapman's "Handbook" 
(1898), findings from Chapman's 
"Handbook" itself and from his "An 
Annotated List of the Birds Known to Breed 
Within Fifty Miles of New York City" (1894) 
and "Birds of the Vicinity of New York City" 
(1906). I have also drawn upon Griscom's 
1923 book on the New York area and Jack 
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Kuerzi's 1927 Linnaean paper on Bronx 
County birds, as well as, for a still later era, 
Cruickshank's 1942 book. 

 

Current status reports as of 1976 adopt the 
terms of occurrence and abundance that 
John Bull laid down in his "Birds of New 
York State." These are:  
 

REPORTED ANNUALLY  
Very Abundant over 1,000 per day (often in large 

flocks) per locality 

Abundant 200 to 1,000 per day per locality 

Very Common 50 to 200 per day per locality 

Common 20 to 50 per day per locality 

Fairly Common 7 to 20 per day per locality 

Uncommon 1 to 6 per day per locality 

Rare 1 to 6 per season 

NOT REPORTED ANNUALLY  
Very Rare over 6 records but very infrequent 

ccurrence 

Casual 2 to 6 records 

Accidental only 1 record 

 

The trouble in applying these criteria comes 
in interpreting "per locality," and it does not 
help much when Bull writes that the term 
means ñprecisely that."  It is synonymous 
with "neighborhood," just "what one can see 
from a given stationary point? Is it a unit of 
habitat, such as a single marsh or wooded 
hillside, a lake or a riverfront? Is Rockland 
County a single locality or a million of them? 
With the reasoning that a locality is the area 
that a birder might cover in a day or a half-
day afield, I have treated our region as a 
locality, with a separate rating in some 
instances for the Highlands and Bear 
Mountain-Harriman Park. It seems to me 
that any other treatment would favor 
gregarious or colonial birds over widely 
scattered but more numerous species. The 
robin, for example, would never match in 
numbers the tree or barn swallow in 
summer, and the house sparrow would 
appear far scarcer than the ring-necked 
duck.  

 

Moreover, treatment of the entire area as a 
locality is essential in calibrating a birderôs 
typical daily list with Bull's occurrence 
criteria. For example, the robin is undeniably 
a common to very common breeder, yet a 
mid-May list of a single party covering much 
of Rockland County barely puts it into that 

category, and on any less wide-ranging list it 
might rank as ñuncommonò to "fairly 
common.ò  On the day this is written, a cool, 
overcast day in July, a one-mile walk 
through South Nyack happened to net just a 

single robin½"uncommon" by Bull's 
standards. Of course, a birder's typical list in 
mid-May undoubtedly underestimates the 
number of robins; with the plethora of 
migrants at that season, the robins, wood 
thrushes, and blue jays are not counted as 
precisely as, say, the gnatcatchers, 
Nashville warblers, and scarlet tanagers. 
Even so, a careful census of robins in a 
village, a square mile, or a township would 
not be likely to produce enough birds on a 
given day to meet the criterion for "common 
to very common.ò  And, in the final analysis, 
occurrence ratings should serve as an index 
to what a birder may expect in a given area, 
whatever its size.  

 
Treating Rockland County and the adjacent 
Highlands as a unit, or in some cases two 
units, also seems to answer Bull's stated 
objections to correlating abundance with 
Christmas, waterfowl, hawk, and "Big Day" 
counts. Bull writes: ". . . the amount of area 
covered on these various counts is too 
variable and is virtually useless for locality 
maxima, although suitable enough to 
indicate trends." The area covered on both 
of the local Christmas Counts is the one 
thing that has remained constant over the 
years, and the manpower devoted to 
covering it has also been approximately the 
same from year to year (except that 
Rockland Audubon Society's first pilot-
project count in 1947 was 50% 
undermanned). The single-party May "Big 
Day" counts over a dozen or more years 
covered substantially the same routes each 
year, and the collective "Big Day" counts 
that Rockland Audubon Society ran for a few 
years were made by seven or eight parties 
covering the Christmas Count territory.  
 
Place names have been updated to 1976 
(artificial lakes in the Park and Rockland 
County have eliminated certain older 
features).  And to spare the reader a search 
back through the list to find an observer's full 
name, I have used full names in each 
species treatment rather than only in the first 
listing in which a name appears.  
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I have been able to learn nothing about L. 
W. Brownell except that he apparently lived 
in Nyack or vicinity and was the only 
Rockland County observer who responded 
to a query sent out by the State Museum in 
1900 as a step toward accumulating data for 
Eaton' s work.  Although Griscom's 1923 
book specifically disclaims Rockland County 
coverage, he often cites useful observations 
for the lower Hudson Valley. Both Fisher 
and Kuerzi cover areas contiguous with 
Rockland County; Ossining (formerly Sing 
Sing) is across the Hudson from Rockland 
Lake Landing, and Kuerzi' s area limits 
extend to Tarrytown, across the Hudson 
from Nyack.  

If any regional study such as this one is to 
have value to future generations of bird 
observers, it must be in its historical 
perspective, in the broad ñdemographic" 

changes in birdlife.  I hope that this 
admittedly amateur compilation serves that 
purpose.  

 

1983 ADDENDA --  'BIRDS 
OF ROCKLAND COUNTY' 
REVISITED  
 
May, 1976 was my cutoff date for bird data 
in the expanded "Birds of Rockland County, 
etc." Since then we have added new 
occurrence dates, new records that modify 
the status of various rarer species, and even 
some new species not recorded prior 
to1976. In the interest of updating the 
previous manuscript, here are some of the 
changes. 
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COMMON LOON  
   Gavia immer 
 

 
Juvenile, winter (non-breeding) plumage           Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 

 

1844 De Kay Resident in state. 

1878-82 Mearns Common transient in the Highlands. 

1898 Chapman Common transient visitant, uncommon winter resident. 

1898 Fisher Common transient visitant, March and October. 

1908 Brownell Fairly common transient. 

1923 Griscom Rather rare, September to June, most common in May. 

1927 Kuerzi Fairly common transient and winter visitant; Aug. 16 to June 2. 

1940 Carr Regular spring and fall migrant. 

1942 Cruickshank Fairly common migrant, uncommon in winter. 

1960 Orth Regular uncommon to rare spring and fall transient. 

1976 Current status Fairly common migrant, casual summer and winter visitant. 

 
 
This species seems to have gained during the 
past 50 years. It was rare indeed in the late 
1920s. In 1935 I made 172 trips afield and had 
only one record for this species (three birds on 
May 12); I tallied only two records, in April, 
during my 139 trips afield in 1936. Since the 
mid-1950s, it has been possible to find this bird 
almost at will in the proper season and at the 
proper places. It frequents both the Hudson 
River and such lakes as Rockland, De Forest, 

and Tiorati, except when the lakes are frozen; 
most winter records come from the river. 
 
Spring: March. 19,1962, a dozen flying over 
South Nyack (Robert F. Deed), to May 20, 1967, 
one on Lake De Forest (Edwin Gamble).  
 
Summer: June 18, 1932, in Bear Mountain-
Harriman Park (John C. Orth); July 19,1933, at 
Palisades (Thomas P. Gilman).  
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Fall: September 26, 1960, Lake Tiorati (Orth) to 
November 17,1974, Rockland Lake (Eugene R. 
Brown).  
 
Winter: December 3 and 11, 1970, on the 
Hudson at Nyack (Alma Polhemus); December 
27, 1934, Bear Mountain-Harriman Park (Daniel 
B. Beard); December 29, 1956, on the Hudson 
at Grand View (David O. Hill); January 12,1958, 

on the Hudson at Stony Point (Irving G. 
Kennedy).  
 
High Count: On April 27,1958. a total of 35 
birds (20 in the largest flock) flying and calling 
over Blauvelt between 7 and 8 a.m. (Rockland 
Audubon Society field trip). 
 
 

 

 
Adult, late winter, near breeding plumage           Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 
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RED-THROATED LOON 
   Gavia stellata 
 

 
Adult, winter (non-breeding) plumage            Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 

 

1844 De Kay Comparatively rare. 

1878-82 Mearns Two records, one on November 14, 1876. 

1898 Chapman Common transient, fairly common winter resident. 

1898 Fisher Occasional transient visitant. 

1908 Brownell Rare transient. 

1923 Griscom "Two old records for the Hudson River". 

1927 Kuerzi Unknown except in the Long Island Sound portion of The Bronx. 

1940 Carr Rare, irregular fall migrant, one record. 

1942 Cruickshank "Purely fortuitous" away from the coast; several records for the Hudson. 

1960 Orth Casual very rare transient, one record. 

1976 Current status Very rare migrant, casual winter visitant. 

 
 
Prior to 1950, our region had only one record: 
October. 5, 1926, Lake Kanawauke (William H. 
Carr). Then came the following ten records: 
 
Spring: April 23, 1967, on Hudson at Cornwall 
(Edward D. Treacy); May 31, 1971, same place 
(The Kingbird, Vol. XXI, No.3).  
 
Fall: October 14, 1956, from a boat in the 
Hudson off Hook Mountain (David O, Hill); 

November 8, 1970, on the Hudson within 150 
feet of shore at Hook Mountain (Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert F. Deed, Donald S. Deed); November 
26, 1950, on the Hudson at Grand View (Mrs. 
Stephen Collins); November 27 to December 6, 
1970, two on the Hudson at Nyack (Alma 
Polhemus).  
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Winter: December 4, 1954, on the Hudson off 
Piermont (Hill); December. 27, 1952, on Hudson 
at Haverstraw (Mr. and Mrs. John C. Orth, John 
Kenney); December  27, 1970, on Hudson off 
Grand View (Rockland Audubon Society 

Christmas Count); February 2,1975, on Hudson 
at Piermont Pier (the Deeds). 
 
1983 Addendum -- Three new November 
records (1978, 1979, 1981). 
 

 
 

 
Juvenile, winter (non-breeding) plumage           Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 
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GREBES  
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RED-NECKED GREBE 
   Podiceps grisegena  
 

 
Adult, late winter, near breeding plumage           Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 

 
 

1844 De Kay Rare in winter. 

1878-82 Mearns Transient and winter visitant, abundant at times. 

1898 Chapman Uncommon winter resident and transient. 

1898 Fisher Rare transient visitant, October to December. 

1908 Brownell Uncommon transient. 

1923 Griscom Rare on the Hudson, November 1 to April 15. 

1927 Kuerzi Irregular and rare transient and winter visitant, Oct. 15 to Apr. 28. 

1940 Carr Rare, irregular fall and winter migrant. 

1942 Cruickshank Fairly common, much less frequently on the Hudson River. 

1960 Orth Sporadic rare spring and fall transient. 

1976 Current status Formerly a rare migrant; unreported since 1963. 

 
 
Our region has only eleven records: one in 
winter, seven in spring, and three in fall. Five of 
these records, including the only instances of 
more than a single bird, came in one 

extraordinary year½1959. 
 
Spring: March 10, 1963, on Hudson at Grand 
View (Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Deed); March 14, 

1959, one on the Hudson and one at Stilwell 
Lake in the Highlands (Edward D. Treacy); 
March 15, 1959, two on Lake De Forest (Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank R. Steffens): March 18, 1962, on . 
Hudson off Piermont (Deed); March 21, 1948, 
one on the Hudson off Grand View in a locally 
rare direct comparison with a Horned Grebe 
(Rockland Audubon Society field trip); March 21, 
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1959, three on Lake De Forest (the Steffenses); 
May 17,1959, on Hudson off Grassy Point (Dr. 
Marjorie R. Hopper). 
 
Fall: October 1, 1937. Swartwout Lake, Congers 
(Vivian B. Krum, Robert F. Deed); November 2, 
1929, on Hudson at Bear Mountain (William H. 
Carr), November 9, 1959, on Hudson at Hook 
Mountain (Eugene R. Brown). 

 
Winter: February 16, 1932, on Hudson at 
Piermont (Deed). 
 
1983 Addendum ï Mar. 20 and Apr. 8, Cornwall 
Bay (Kenneth McDermott); Nov. 12, 1979, four 
birds, Cornwall Bay (Benton Seguin). 
 

 
 

 
Adult with chicks, summer (breeding) plumage           Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 
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HORNED GREBE 
   Podiceps auritus 
 

 
Adult, winter (non-breeding) plumage            Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 

 

1844 De Kay -- 

1878-82 Mearns Abundant transient visitant, occasional winter visitant. 

1898 Chapman Common transient visitant; fairly common winter resident. 

1898 Fisher Common transient visitant. 

1908 Brownell Common transient visitant. 

1923 Griscom Common transient, October 15 to May 24. 

1927 Kuerzi Common transient visitant, fairly common winter resident; October 
6 to May 23. 

1940 Carr Uncommon migrant. 

1942 Cruickshank Transient and rare winter visitant. 

1960 Orth Regular uncommon to rare spring and fall transient. 

1976 Current status Uncommon migrant and winter visitant, accidental in June. 

 
 
Even at the year's peak in late March and early 
April, numbers generally are low compared with 
those of coastal waters, usually fewer than half a 
dozen per day on either the Hudson River or the 
lakes. This grebe winters regularly, mostly on 
the river. It has been recorded on ten of the 29 
Rockland Audubon Society Christmas Counts, 

though only once on 28 Bear Mountain 
Christmas Counts (1946-73). 
 
Early fall date: September 23, 1951 (RAS field 
trip).  
 
Late spring date: April 21, 1960, a bird in 
breeding plumage on Lake De Forest (Dr. 



 

Podicipedidae 
10 

Marjorie R. Hopper). An extraordinary nearby 
record is a flock of 80-plus on Orange Lake, 
near Newburgh, on April 29, 1956 (Edward D. 
Treacy, Paul Jeheber). 
 
Summer: June 14, 1953, on the Hudson at 
Grassy Point (Dr. Hopper, Eugene R. Brown).  

 
1983 Addendum -- A new late spring date, May 
29, 1979, a bird in breeding plumage at Grassy 
Point (John Benzinger). 
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PIED-BILLED GREBE 
Podilymbus podiceps  
 

 
Adult, winter (non-breeding) plumage            Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 

 

1844 De Kay Common in late summer and autumn. 

1878-82 Mearns Abundant transient visitant, occasional summer resident. 

1898 Chapman Common transient visitant, rare winter resident; breeds. 

1898 Fisher Common transient, occasional summer resident. 

1908 Brownell Common transient visitant. 

1923 Griscom Irregular, normally uncommon 

1927 Kuerzi Fairly common transient visitant, March 18 to May 3 and August 18 
to November 22. 

1940 Carr Common transient, may breed. 

1942 Cruickshank Fairly common transient, uncommon summer resident. 

1960 Orth Regular uncommon spring and fall transient. 

1976 Current status Fairly common migrant, rare winter visitant; one breeding record. 

 
 
This species has increased greatly in the past 
40 years. In the course of 172 trips afield in 
1935, I totaled only five birds; on 139 trips in 
1936, only 26 birds. Today it is not difficult in 
appropriate localities, such as Rockland Lake 
and Piermont Pier, to find eight or ten birds in 
one day. Peak numbers seem to be in early April 
and mid-October. Inasmuch as migrations are 

fairly clearly defined, dates can be broken down 
by season as follows:  
 
Spring: March 14, 1962, Piermont Pier (Edwin 
Gamble) to May 13, 1968, Lake Tappan (Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert F. Deed, Eugene R. Brown).  
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Summer: June 6, 1950 (Dr. Marjorie R. 
Hopper); July 12, 1961, an adult with six young 
at Cornwall Bay (Mr. and Mrs. John Dye); July 
19, 1947; Bear Mountain-Harriman Park (John 
C. Orth, Stanley O. Grierson). 
 
Fall: September 3, 1960, Lake De Forest (the 
Deeds) to December 1, 1948 (Deed). 
Winter: Many records ranging from December 
14, 1959, at Grassy Point (Dr. Hopper) to 
January 9,1965, at Piermont Pier (the Deeds); 
recorded on 15 of the 29 Rockland Audubon 

Society Christmas Counts and on eight of the. 
28 Bear Mountain Christmas Counts (1946-73).  
 
1983 Addendum -- A second breeding record: a 
female with four or five tiny downy young on 
June 12, 1981, at a pond in the old brickyards 
off Gagan Road, West Haverstraw (Robert F. 
Deed). 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult, summer (breeding) plumage            Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 
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PELICANS, GANNETS, FRIGATEBIRDS AND CORMORANTS  



 

Pelecanidae 
14 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN 
   Pelicanus erythrorhyncos 
 

 
Adult, summer (breeding) plumage            Photo Credit: Alan W. Wells 

 
This bird would seem a most unlikely candidate 
for our local list, even though De Kay (1844) 
said it was "formerly numerous" in the lower 
Hudson Valley but had "entirely disappeared" 
and Griscom (1923) referred to reports that the 
species was "apparently of regular occurrence in 
the Northeast" in Colonial times. One cannot 
help but wonder if the old reports were based on 
some kind of misidentification or on a colloquial 
name for a common local bird. However, on 
August 11, 1971, John Small, a junior high 
school student newly interested in birding, came 
to Al Merritt, an experienced birder in Cornwall, 

with an excited description of a White Pelican he 
had just seen on the Hudson River at Cornwall. 
Merritt returned to the site with Small, and the 
bird was still there. It was viewed at leisure on 
the water and in flight as, at dusk, it flew off 
down the river. Merritt, familiar with the species 
in the West, was convinced that it was indeed a 
White Pelican. 
 
Status: Accidental. 
 
 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































